“News Faces”

Dear Editor,

Please allow me space for a comment.


Kwasi Thompson, Deputy Speaker of the House and Member of Parliament for the Pineridge constituency, seems like the real thing, particularly if one judges by the activities he is initiating in his constituency. It is refreshing to see a young man who has committed himself to serve actually do so, concentrating on the area for which he was elected. This is a far cry from the usual complacency and apathy displayed by politicians towards the wellbeing of their constituents. As a matter of fact, there are constituencies on this island that haven’t been significantly touched in two decades.

Unfortunately, far too many Bahamians have adopted the unproductive and narrowly democratic position that if a politician doesn’t produce then he/she is to be voted out next time. This attitude allows an incompetent person to engage in flimflammery for five years while collecting the taxpayer’s money. Moreover, it suggests that we are only concerned with procedural democracy: that is voting. However, there is representative and substantive democracy that we should also insist upon. We must come to appreciate the power of collective will other than every five years. Politicians aught not be allowed to slumber for five years in a Rip Van Winkle mode. We, the people, must persistently bang on their doors and disturb their sleep until they wake up and see about our concerns.

If Mr. Thompson doesn’t become tainted by politics as usual in this country—help your family, your friends, and your supporters—and continues in the way he seems to be going, in five years we may have to make him Prime Minister. God knows we need new faces.
Dr. Keith A. Russell
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